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Sebedom m Russia at the Present Time. 
By De. Michelsen, of the Board of Trade. 

[Bead in Section (F), Economic Science and Statistics, of the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science, at Oxford, 30th June, I860.] 

Histoet shows that Bondage or Serfdom is more an European than 
an Asiatic institution. 

In Siberia there are as much as 153 owners to only 1,800 serfs, 
while the whole of Trans- Caucasia counts only 44 owners. In the 
whole of Asiatic Bussia where the population amounts to 2,818,948 
souls, there counts in average but one bondsman to 1,530 male free- 
men (in the Russian statistics only the male population is counted), 
while in European, Bussia (exclusive of Poland) there are in a male 
population of 28,613,380 souls, 10,844,900 bondsmen or 37 per cent, 
of the population. The proportion, however, varies very materially 
in the different parts, as may be seen from the following table : — 



Governments. 


Male 
Population. 


Female 
Population. 


Bondmen. 


Per Cent. 

of the 
Population. 


Tula 


1,318,900 
1,227,000 
931,300 
253,000 
792,000 
1,662,800 
402,900 
284,400 
263,100 
572,200 


1,444,855 

1,222,338 

919,566 

276,477 
762,617 

I.899.S83 
366,616 
270,265 
291,410 
4-87.343 


1,980,783 

1,685,390 

1,230,707 

28 

18,344 

89,416 

19,992 

16,140 

22,180 

74,592 
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68-51 
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Bes Arabia 

Viatka 


i-!2 




_j.60 




2 .91 




4 -00 
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In the high north, Archangel and Olonez, the climate does not 
admit of bondage, while in the later conquests of Russia, as also in 
Siberia and Trans-Caucasia, bondage has but slowly found a footing. 
Within the triangle which may be drawn from St. Petersburg to 
Caminezk in Padolia, thence to the town Viatka, and thence again 
to St. Petersburg, lie the governments mostly crowded with serfs. 
The point of the triangle is situated towards Asia, and the front 
towards Europe, i.e., the bondage percentage diminishes in propor- 
tion as it approaches Asia. The government, Moscow, situated in 
the centre of the triangle forms a rather exceptional point, the popu- 
lation (male and female) being there 2,654,700, while the number of 
the serfs is only 989,670, or 37 per cent, of the whole. 

The greatest number is found in the South-west, in the former 
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Polish Ukraine, among the inhabitants of little Russia, in the 
governments Shitomer, Berdiehers, Caminizk, and the neighbouring 
Kishenew. Thence only follow in due rank the old great Eussian 
provinces. 

The number of serf-owners in the whole empire is 114,697 or 
Q-SA per cent, of the whole population, making in average one 
owner to 94J serfs, and we can therefore justly say, that every third 
free man is there an owner of about 100 serfs. 

The largest serfdom is found in the governments Perm and KiefF, 
where the owners possess from 329 to 2,232 serfs each. Serfdom is, 
generally speaking, more frequent where the possession of owners 
oscillates between 100 and 300 souls. 

In the South and East of Eussia, the possession sinks from 75 to 
19 serfs per owner. The statistical development on that point within 
the last twenty years gives the following result : — 



Serfs. 

1837-38 10,870,064 

1857-58 10,844,902 



Percentage 
of Population. 

44 
37 



Serfdom has thus relatively diminished by about 7 per cent., 
owing partly to the liberation of the military serfs after twelve years 
service, and partly to the purchase of their liberty by various com- 
munities. 

"With the diminution of serfdom by about 25,000 souls, the 
population rose by 4£ millions or by 18 per cent. The following 
comparative table gives the division of serfs among the respective 
owners : — 



Owners, 
with or without Land. 



Noblemen without land 

Estate owners with less than! 

20 serfs J 

Estate owners with from 21 1 

to 100 J 

Ditto from 101 to 500 

Ditto from 501 to 1,000 

Above 1,000 

Total 



1837-38. 



Owners. 



17,763 
58,457 

30,417 

16,740 
2,273 
1,453 



125,103 



Serfs. 



62,183 
450.037 

1.500,357 
3,634,194 
1,562,831 
3.566.959 



10,776,561 



1857-58. 



Owners. 



5,508 
47,465 

35,441 

19,590 
2,433 
1,437 



81,874 



Serfs. 



15.390 

357.496 

1,628,884 

3,857.555 

3,260,005 



10,710,967 



The number of landless owners is very largely reduced, and the 
class is visibly on the verge of extinction, as is also that of the small 
owners under 20, and even more so than that of the large owners of 
above 1,000 souls. Increased, have only the middle classes, those 
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possessing from 100 to 500 serfs. Rather more than a third of the 
owners belong to the class possessing in average about 200 serfs, and 
somewhat less than a third are those of 2,000, while the remaining 
grades form the link between the two extreme classes. 

About five-sixth of the total number of serfs belong to owners of 
above 100 souls, and if we calculate the value of a male serf 300 s. r. 
(50Z.) according to Russian statistics, and of a female serf at 100 s. r. 
(171.) the annual income of a single serf at 5 per cent, would come 
to about 20 s. r., or 2,000 s. r. (333Z.) for 100 souls, independant of 
the income derived from land. 



